
Ragi is popularly known as a staple food for 
Diabetics due to its low calorific and high 

calcium, iron and fiber content. Use of Ragi in 

food lowers cholesterol content in the body and 

reduces heart related problems. 
This crop is grown mainly in Karnataka, 

Andhra Pradesh, Tamilnadu, Maharashtra,

Uttaranchal, Orissa and Bihar states. Ragi is 

mainly cultivated in arid and semi-arid dry land 
conditions under low rainfall area. Even though 

Ragi is hardy in nature, under water scares and 
drought conditions yields are drastically reduced; 
hence farmers are unhappy due to low yields. 

University of Agricultural Sciences, GKVK, 
Bengaluru has released a new variety of Ragi 
called ML-365, which is drought tolerant, short 
duration, high yielding and resistance to lodging 
and ear head rot disease 

Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Hirehalli has adopted 
a village D.Nagenahalli of Koratagere taluk 
under NICRA-Technology Demonstration 
project and introduced and demonstrated this 
drought tolerant ML-365 Ragi variety. This 
variety shows high adaptability to the low and 
uneven duration rainfall conditions. Farmers are 

2. It gives high yield (8-10 qt/acre under dry 
land and 12-14 qt/acre under irrigated 
condition). 

0.es-365 3. This variety is short duration (105 days) and 
medium height variety. 

4. Sowing season Kharif: June-October and 
mmer (Irigation): February - May 

Inputs required for growing per acre: 

Seeds: Traditional method -5 kg, 
Drum seeder 2 kg. 

Fertilizer: Rain fed Irrigated 

FYM 3 tonne 4 tonne 

Nitrogen 20 kg 40 kg 

Phosphorus 15 kg 20 kg 

Potassium 16 kg 20 kg 

Fertilizer management: 
FYM: Recommended dosage of FYM 

should be applied to the soil before three weeks 
of sowing the seeds. 

sesod: 

Jbes .eo. 
Application of chemical fertilizer: Apply 

50 % Nitrogenous fertilizer during sowing and 
remaining 50% after 50 days of sowing. 

Sb_o . 
now growing in the extended area of about 20 ha. 

Due to its 20-30% higher yield compared to the 
local variety, it has got popularity among farmers 
and brought hope in their life. 

Distinguished characteristics of ML-365 
Ragi variety: 
1. This variety suits well to the dry land and 

uneven distributed rainfall condition as a 

eemsos sa. 

a5dadosenos . For more details contact: 

The Head, KVK, Hirehalli 
Tumakuru-572 168. Karnataka 
Phone no: 0816-2243175/ 77 

R ICAR KRISHI VIGYAN KENDRA Email: ihrkvk@gmail.com 
Website: www.iihrkvk.org drought tolerant variety. dea, 3aDdod Hirehalli, Tumakuru-572168 
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Drought Tolerant 
Ragi Variety ML-365 
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Ragi is an important stable food crop 
of Karmataka. Farmers in Karnataka are growing 
Ragi mainly in Kharif season, as a main cereal 
crop. This crop can be grown in dry land and 
imgated conditions as a main as well as an inter 
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In Karnataka it is grown in an area of 

about 9.16 Lakh ha with the total production of 
14.02 Lakh tons. The average yield is 16.9 
quintal per ha. 
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